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BHSC CHILD HEALTH STUDENTS MEET WITH PRESIDENT PATRICK DEANE                              
AT THE OFFORD CENTRE FOR CHILD STUDIES 
By Karen Chen, Alex Sapa, Danusha Vinoraj, BHSc (Honours), Class of 2015 and Mark Lee, Class of 2013

On March 3rd, a group of Health Sciences students had the 
opportunity to meet with McMaster University President 
and Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Patrick Deane during his visit 
to the Offord Centre for Child Studies. The students had 
the pleasure of participating in a round table discussion 
with a man that many revere as the students’ Dean. The 
discussion featured BHSc students, Masters and PhD 
students, post-doctoral fellows, along with medical 
residents. A very honest and constructive discussion was 
held regarding the need for greater knowledge translation 
on the efforts of the researchers at the centre; this was a 
topic many students found important to highlight based 
on their individual projects and research experience at the 
Offord Centre. Students commented on how the research 
being done at the Centre could make an even larger impact 
on the general population if it was put into lay language 
that parents, teachers, and child health workers could 
understand. President Deane was engaged in a constructive 
discussion with the students and was enthusiastic about 
forging a stronger relationship between both institutions, 
suggesting the potential for relocating the Offord Centre 
to the McMaster campus. This rearrangement would help 
scientists, research staff, students, and study participants 
overcome transportation barriers between the McMaster 
and Chedoke sites. A strongly supported idea by many 
individuals present, such a move could potentially foster 
the integration of child health education and research at 
McMaster.

The follow-up poster session involved investigators at the 
Centre sharing their research efforts in the field of Child 
Health and Development. Although President Deane was 

only able to spend a short time at each poster presentation, 
he was quick to grasp the importance and implications of the 
research being done. Some of the posters introduced work 
from the 2014 Ontario Child Health Study, the Province 
of Ontario Neurodevelopmental Disorders Network, and 
current research on autism, school readiness, immigrant 
and refugee children. The students in attendance were 
exposed to a wide variety of research projects conducted at 
the centre and had a chance to talk to researchers and ask 
questions about the different projects. 

Through a poster dedicated specifically to the education 
and training efforts at the Offord Centre, the students 
also had the opportunity of introducing President Deane 
to the Child Health Specialization in the BHSc Program. 
President Deane was intrigued by the concept of the 
three pillars of Child Health: education, research and 
experiential learning. Conversations focused around the 
breadth of experiences students received from their child 
health practicum course in third year and the potential 
for expansion of the program to target areas of high needs 
for our local community. Additionally, students shared 
their experiences on the inquiry and team-based learning 
approach that the specialization is based on. 

At the end of the day, it seemed that both President Deane 
and the students had learned a lot from the interaction; 
both parties are looking forward to continuing their efforts 
on establishing stronger ties between the Offord Centre and 
McMaster University and thus integrating undergraduate 
education and research within our academic institution. 
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